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mail.The ‘everlasting gratitude’ meter will be spinning again when Toyota announces the next phase of electrification. Photo:

Don Ryan/Associated Press On Tuesday, Toyota announced the next phase of electrification. In 2020, the automaker will launch
an all-new gasoline-powered vehicle as part of its electrification plans. It’s time for “next generation,” Toyota says, and that

could mean the beginning of the end of Toyota’s Hybrid Synergy Drive strategy. According to the company’s vice president of
global product planning, Shigeki Terashi, Toyota’s next-generation gasoline-electric vehicle will have, “a fully electric

powertrain which will be selected as the mainstream and will ensure that the vehicle remains zero-emission.” The fuel efficiency
of the next-gen hybrid will be comparable to the fuel efficiency of the current Prius, Toyota estimates at better than 60 miles
per gallon. Toyota is already working on the next-generation Prius and the Prius Prime, both of which are expected to have
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hybrid-only powertrains. So, is Toyota planning to replace the Prius with a Prius that will exclusively use electric power? Or will
Toyota continue to use hybrid tech in some form to allow customers to choose between hybrid and electric vehicles? It doesn’t
sound like the first option is the only choice, but it’s also too early to tell. The automaker’s press release doesn’t offer any hints.
Likely, the Prius Prime will be the entry-level hybrid, with a smaller battery pack and a lighter drivetrain. There’s no word on
whether Toyota is planning on replacing the Prius line or just adding a new sub-brand, but it’s not the first time the automaker
has flirted with a sub-brand. The Prius nameplate has existed in many forms over the years. The first generation was the gas-
only Toyota Prius of 1997, and it was followed by the Plug-in Prius, an electric car that launched in 2003. The current third

generation Prius of 2013 was hybrid only, and that was followed by the Prius C. So it’s not outside of the realm of possibility
that 82157476af
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